
Lake Region Union High School Board Meeting 1 
Lake Region Union High School - Orleans, Vermont 2 

Meeting Held on Google Meet 3 
Monday, July 19, 2021 4 

 5 
Board members in attendance: Jesse Coe, Michael Sanville, Tammy Wiggett, Jason Racine, 6 
Linda Michniewicz, Rachel Maxwell, Gerry Cahill, Barbara Postman, David Blodgett, Jennifer 7 
McKenzie 8 
Administrators/Faculty in attendance: Andre Messier, Penny Chamberlin, Michael Moriarty 9 
Community Members in attendance:  Darlene Andrews/ Ned Young, Roderick Owens, Susan 10 
Randall, Linda Schneck, Howard Gentler, Joan Vincent, Karen Hack, Mariel Hess, Leanne 11 
Harple 12 
Call to Order: Board Chair, David Blodgett, called the meeting to order at 6:15.  13 
Additions/ Deletions: None 14 
Privilege of the floor: None 15 
Approval of Consent Agenda Items: Jason Racine moved to approve the following items: the 16 
minutes of the June 21, 2021 board meeting, written reports, updated FY ’22 financial reports, 17 
and payment of the bills. The motion was seconded by Michael Sanville and approved.  18 

Old Business 19 
Summer Projects Update: Mr. Messier reported that the paving project was underway. He 20 
mentioned that there had been an unanticipated need to add a catch basin between the end of the 21 
pavement and the ditch. This was not included in the original project and would be an added 22 
expense. This expense was to be discussed later in the meeting. Mr. Messier anticipated that the 23 
gym floor project would begin in the coming week. The solar project was to be connected during 24 
the second week of August, and the gazeebo learning space would also be worked on soon. All 25 
projects were moving forward as expected.  26 
Motion to approve using Capital Reserve Funds for overages: Jason Racine moved to use 27 
Capital Reserve funds for overages in the amount of $4,000 for the added catch basin in the 28 
paving project. It was seconded by Michael Sanville and approved.  29 
Authorizing payment for the balance of the paving project upon completion: The board was 30 
in agreement that the vendor should be paid for the balance of the paving project upon 31 
satisfactorily completing the project.  32 

New Business 33 
Using Vermont Maple Products: Jesse Coe noted that Lake Region was no longer purchasing 34 
maple syrup from local vendors as it had done in the past. Mr. Messier mentioned that there had 35 
been a change in the Food Service Director position, and he would reach out to make sure the 36 
new director has the contact information for ordering syrup locally. Michael Sanville noted that 37 
there needed to be a process to ensure quality and safety when utilizing local products. Barbara 38 
Postman suggested asking the Farm-to-School program to provide a presentation about how their 39 
program works. The board agreed that they would be interested in seeing that presentation.  40 



VSBA Equity Policy Review: Those present reviewed the Equity policy recommended by the 41 
VSBA. Penny Chamberlin noted that the policy had been vetted legally. Michael Moriarty 42 
recommended adopting the policy and explained that it would help guide decision-making and 43 
planning. Michael Sanville said that he had questions about the policy and some of the 44 
definitions it contained. Linda Michniewicz mentioned that the EMS board was also looking at 45 
the policy and would hold a retreat to study it more closely. David Blodgett asked the board if 46 
they would be interested in studying the policy more closely at a retreat. The board agreed that 47 
doing so would be helpful. It was agreed to schedule a retreat for the end of September.   48 
Deborah Rossman Resignation: Jason Racine moved to accept the resignation of Deborah 49 
Rossman, math interventionist. It was seconded by Michael Sanville and approved.  50 

Administrative Requests/ Reports 51 
Superintendent Update:  Penny Chamberlin reported that she had experienced a smooth 52 
transition as she began serving as OCSU Superintendent and thanked Bev Davis for her work in 53 
assisting her as she got started. She also shared a thank you note from the teachers of OCEA for 54 
the support they received from school boards and administration during such a difficult year of 55 
pandemic teaching.  56 
Principal Update: Mr. Messier mentioned that his main focus was preparing and planning for 57 
fall. Lake Region would stay with the four by four block model, which had been adopted last 58 
year. He mentioned that most teachers were on board with keeping this model and commended 59 
their flexibility and willingness to make this model work.  60 
Mr. Messier mentioned that the summer program would be finishing up during the coming week. 61 
Students were able to take math classes, tech apps, or drivers education. The credit recovery 62 
program also ran for students who needed it. He also mentioned that the Bridges program would 63 
take place during the coming week.  64 

Executive Session 65 
None 66 

Business of the Board 67 
Career Center RAB Report: None 68 
OCSU Board: Dave Blodgett reported that the OCSU board met. They welcomed Penny 69 
Chamberlin as Superintendent and reviewed the proposed VSBA Equity policy.  70 
OCSU Equity Committee: None 71 

Future Agenda Items 72 

• School Culture 73 
• Strategic Plan Revision 74 
• Retreat 75 
• Farm-to-School Program Presentation 76 

Upcoming Meetings 77 

• Full Board: Monday, August 16, 2021 at 6:15 PM 78 
• Full Board: Thursday, September 2, 2021 at 6:15 PM 79 
• Full Board: Monday, September 20, 2021 at 6:15 PM 80 



 81 
Adjournment: Dave Blodgett adjourned the meeting at 7:36.  82 
Respectfully submitted, 83 
Tammy Wiggett 84 


