
Glover Act 46 Community Meeting 
27 November 2018 

 
Call to Order 6:36 
 
Attendence: Richard Epinette, Theresa Daigle, Dan Demaine, Carmen Brown, Dave Kelley 
(lawyer), Matt Eldridge, Dallas Willey, Jon Currier, Elizabeth Trail, Amy Wright, Darrell Bussino, 
Martha Braithwaite, Jade Sheldon, Ty Creaser. 
 
Richard motioned for the Glover School Board to enter as a plaintiff as specified in a letter of 
engagement attached to the minutes of this meeting to appeal the expected forced merger of 
school districts in Vermont. Theresa 2nd.  
 
Discussion. Richard restated concern of his that whatever action is taken is best for Glover 
students. David Kelley brought up small school grants as an area where there are already 
differences between merged districts and forcibly merged districts.  
 
A lot of discussion about what differences will be the structure of new board. Also concern about 
whether the new board will be responsive to parents. Discussion of pride people feel in Glover 
and feeling that will be lost in merging.  
 
Richard concerned about joining lawsuit. Members of public feel Glover School Board joining 
would validate the vote and passion of the community. 
 
Richard votes in favor, Dan votes in favor, Theresa votes in favor. Glover school board supports 
appeal. 
 
Adjourned 8:20 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Dan Demaine 
 



David F. Kelley 

Attorney at Law 

1501 Shadow Lake Road 

Craftsbury Common, VT  05827 

Tel. 802 249 8262 

 

Letter of Understanding and Engagement 

To: David F. Kelley 

From: Glover School Board 

 

In anticipation of possible litigation the parties hereto agree as follows: 

 

Legal Services to be Provided: 
 

The parties to this letter anticipate that there may be an appeal of the Vermont State Board of 

Education's final plan regarding forced mergers of school districts pursuant to Act 46 and that the 

attorneys identified below will work on behalf of the potential appellant/plaintiff in coordination with 

other potential appellant/plaintiffs in pursuing an appeal and complaint with affirmative claims 

regarding multiple isssues related to that plan.  If an appeal is filed the attorneys will identify 

appellant/plaintiffs who, in their professional judgment, have the greatest likelihood of success and of 

achieving a stay of the Board's plan on behalf of all potential appellant/plaintiffs. 

 

Identification of Parties: 
 

The potential appellant/plaintiff executing this letter is Richard Epinette (name), residing at 1145 Mud 

Island Rd., Glover, VT 05839, whose phone numbers are 525-5550(home) ________________(cell) 

and whose email address is repinette@ocsu.org. 

 

The above appellant/plaintiff is executing this letter on behalf of (check one):   

Themself as a Taxpayer ________; Themself as a Parent _________; Themself as a Student1 

_________;   As Chair of the ________________________ Selectboard2______;  As Chair of the 

Glover School Board.3  

 

We expect that the attorneys of record will be David Kelley of Greensboro, Vermont, Charles Merriman 

of Montpelier, Vermont, and Ines McGillion of Putney, Vermont.  We anticipate that other lawyers and 

legal assistants will also be working on this matter. 

 

Responsibilities of Attorneys and Client 

 

Client will make their best efforts to provide data and information as may be requested to pursue said 

appeal.  The attorneys can make no guarantee of a successful conclusion. However, the attorneys will 

use their best efforts on behalf of the undersigned potential appellant/plaintiff and will provide the 

appellant /plaintiff with their best professional advice going forward. If appellant/plaintiff is aware of 

any potential conflicts of interest or other special issues that should be brought to the attorneys 

attention then appellant/plaintiff will bring those issues to the attorneys' attention immediately.  

                                                 
1 If this letter is signed by a student under the age of 18 we will also require the consent of a parent or guardian. 

2 In this case appellant/plaintiff must attach minutes where the select board voted to pursue this litigation.  

3 In this case appellant/plaintiff must attach minutes where school board voted to pursue this litigation.  



Appellant/plaintiff is urged to not comment in any way about litigation on any form of social media. 

 

Compensation 

 

David Kelley and other attorneys are working pro bono, (without compensation).  Ines McGillion and 

Charles Merriman will contribute substantial time pro bono, but will bill at the rate of $140 per hour 

after five hours pro bono per week.  No individual, school board or select board is asked to guarantee 

that any part of these bills get paid.  We are asking that appellant/plaintiffs and their supporters do their 

best to make contributions to the defense fund held at the Alliance of Vermont School Board 

Members, Box 251, Westminster, Vermont  05158. 
 

Do not hesitate to call or email David Kelley with any questions regarding this letter or the potential 

litigation contemplated herein. 

 

Signed by: 

 

 

     ________________________________________ 

      as Appellant/Plaintiff 

 

 

     _________________________________________ 

      David F. Kelley     

      as Attorney 

 

 

 

  


