
 

 

MINUTES OF THE BROWNINGTON CENTRAL SCHOOL BOARD 

August 16, 2016 

 

A Brownington Central School Board of Directors Meeting was called to order at 6:00 p.m. on Tuesday, 
August 16, 2016 by Debbie Brunelle at The Brownington Central School.  Those present were Principal, 
Larry Fliegelman, Board Chair, Debbie Brunelle, Board Member, Bob Butterfield, and Superintendent 
Don Van Nostrand. 

Additions or Deletions to the Agenda:  Larry wanted to discuss some items at the school that potentially 
needed to be recycled or donated.  Don wanted to discuss Executive Committee Members. 

Privilege of the Floor: No others were present. 

Debbie made the motion to approve the consent agenda (minutes of July 21, 2016 as written, bills, and 
financial reports)  Seconded by Bob.  Motion Carried. 

Larry stated he is working with a group of teachers at the school as a leadership team which he has 
named “Sleuth” which is actually the name of a group of bears.  The leadership team consists of Larry, 
Michelle Bonneau, Joann Martin, Sherry Montminy, Anne Stern, and Jenn Ullrich.  The Sleuths will help 
to guide school wide decisions with the goal of increasing overall achievement and meeting the needs 
set forth in the school’s Continuous Improvement Plan.  The group is excited to get to work and Larry 
mentioned they have agreed to meet at times that will not add any additional costs to the school. 

Five new students were enrolled last week bringing the enrollment up to 115 students. 

In the past, Elaine and Aaron Larson were the Bullying/Hazing/Harassment Coordinators and with both 
gone now Larry and Sherry Montminy will assume those roles. 

Larry mentioned the flagpole has been fixed and the flag is now flying high.  Mike is continuing to plug 
away at summer maintenance projects and is getting prepared for the reentry of students at the end of 
the month. 

Don stated the Act 46 votes have now been certified.  As a result of the defeated vote, the Act 46 study 
committee has been dissolved.  Now the boards need to discuss the next steps in the process.  Bob 
expressed concern regarding the states ultimatum of do this or lose funding and on such a short time 
frame.  It is hard to push taxpayers to vote for something we as board members are not completely sold 
on.  When and if Act 46 does pass, the local control will be lost and it will be impossible to bring those 
controls back to the towns.  Don looked at the state results for Act 46 consolidation and it appears 55 
towns approved and 15 rejected.  Of those 15, 6 were in OCSU. 

Bob made a motion to approve Policy E11, seconded by Debbie.  Motion carried.  

The town has appointed Valerie Faust as the new Town Clerk and will therefore be the school district 
treasurer by default.  Heather will make sure signature cards are updated at the bank for all school 
accounts. 

Debbie made a motion to hire Dana Jacobs as the 2016 Soccer Coach, seconded by Bob.  Motion carried. 

Larry stated there is an old carpet cleaner, Hobart dishwasher, electrical panel, some other small items, 
and old textbooks that he would like to get out of the school.  Debbie made a motion for Larry to try to 



 

 

find new homes for the items and if unsuccessful, recycle them.  Bob seconded the motion.  Motion 
carried. 

Don asked the board who was currently the voting member of the Executive Board.  Debbie stated 
Lucien had been with Dave as the alternate.  Since Lucien left the board it had not been discussed.  Bob 
made a motion for Debbie to be the voting member of the Executive board.  Debbie made a motion for 
Bob to be the alternate voting member. 

There was no need for executive session at this meeting. 

Debbie mentioned the PTC is interested in purchasing some new equipment for the playground area and 
would like to know what the process would be to do so.  Discussion continued and it was decided that 
the PTC should draw out (to scale) the playground area and show what pieces they would like to add 
and where they would be located.  The drawing should be presented to the board and principal for 
discussion and a final approval process.  There should also be a plan of installation of any new pieces so 
that we can be sure it aligns with VSBIT’s playground safety handbook.  Debbie also mentioned she has a 
climbing dome bigger than the one at Irasburg school that she and her husband are willing to donate the 
school if there was interest.  The only stipulation with this would be figuring out how to anchor it down.  
This should also be added to the playground blueprint. 

Larry said there was a TripLight battery backup for the heating system that failed.  It has since been 
replaced and he would like to recycle the old one.  There is also an old printer that is not being used and 
would be too expensive per page to use so Larry would like the board to decide what he should do with 
it.  Dave made a motion to let Larry recycle the Trip Light battery backup and the printer.  Larry will 
check with Jeff Everett from Wildbranch Solutions regarding the printer prior to recycling it. 

There was no need for an executive session at this time. 

The next regularly scheduled Brownington Board of Director’s Meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, August 
16, 2016. 

A motion was made by Debbie to adjourn at 8:10 p.m.  Seconded by Bob Butterfield.  Motion Carried. 

 

Minutes Respectfully Submitted by: 

 

Debbie Brunelle 

 


